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What is t e research about babies?
~ Exploring the possibilities of baby study~

Suzuki Michiru (2rd)
Sherchan Yuki (2rd)
Goto Yukina (1st)
Shirase Ayumi (1st)

1: Introduction

Hello! We are a group “A”. We are going to explain what we have been studying in
the past 3 months. Last year, we studied about “Water”, and learned that we know
little about such familiar things as “water” which we see and touch every day. This
year, we have been making observations on what is language. Language is so familiar
to us that we can’t see it, touch it, and pick it up. You speak Japanese as your mother
tongue or the first language. Some people speak English or other foreign languages as
a second language. By the way, how many languages are spoken in the world, do you
know? According to “Ethnologue”, there are about 7,100 languages spoken in the world.
This number is constantly increasing because new world languages emerge every day.
These languages are dynamic and living. With modernization, these languages face
the risk of extinction. And you are now wondering why there are so many languages
in the world. This is a good question, and the truth is linguists or people who study
languages aren’t even exactly sure how different languages started, they can’t be
totally positive about exactly how many languages there are. How do you count
languages? People in America and people in Britain, both speak English. Even people
living in different parts of the same country can speak differently which are called
dialects. During the research we discussed these questions including ‘what language
18, ‘when and how language began’, or ‘did humans invented language’ and ‘how
humans learn language’. We began our research first by learning deeply about what

mother tongue is.

2. What is mother tongue?

First, I have questions for you. “ What is the mother tongue?” Of course, it is not
the real tongue of the mother. So what might it be? The answer is the language that
people learn naturally in childhood. Next “What do you think the first language
1s?” I think it is easier than the first question. The answer is the best language to
think for people. And also they use this language most often in their everyday life.

-6 -



That’s why the “mother tongue” cannot be changed but “the first language” can be

changed because of various reasons.

3: How babies acquire languages

When babies learn their mother tongue, they are in relationships with other people
every time. In other words, it is made up of language spoken by the surrounding people
How do babies learn their mother tongue in relationships?

There are 3 steps on how babies learn their mother tongue. First, they decide the
pronunciation necessary for the mother tongue. Then they learn “labeling”, and lastly
learn a secondary language.

At first, when babies decide the pronunciation, the babies’ abilities to distinguish
are important. Up to 9 months old, babies can distinguish any pronunciation of each
language.

In the research of Patricia Kuhl, there were Japanese and American babies. When
they were 6-8 months old, each baby could distinguish “r” and “I”. But two months
later, Japanese babies became unable to differentiate between them. It’s because they
judged “the difference between r and 1 is not important for their mother tongue”. They
judge pronunciations necessary for their mother tongue through listening to the
sounds of their surroundings.

Next, babies learn “labeling”.

When the mothers talk to their babies saying, “That is a dog ” by pointing at an
animal, babies see the dog pointed, and understand that the animal is called a dog.
This understanding is due to joint attention. The skill of joint attention helps babies
to understand certain things and objects from 9 months old. Since then, they
recognize themselves and another person, but they recognize one thing as sharing
attention in joint attention. Through that, they understand that each thing has its
own name and meaning, and they become able to make meanings. Making meanings
is called “labeling”.

Then babies get a secondary language.There are 2 types of language. They are
Primary and Secondary language.

Primary language is used in casual scenes like at home or when talking to close
people, also known as “spoken language.” Secondary language i1s more accurate at
grammar, also known as “writing language.” Secondary language is used in formal
scenes like when you are in school or a business meeting. Honorifics are a typical
example of it.

Babies get a primary language first, and after that, they get a secondary language.
They learn to use the two types of language depending on their daily life events.
Babies notice the differences in their words and gestures for each scene by observing



others speaking. So babies learn a secondary language from society and it’s impossible
to learn a second language without society.
Through these things, we think that society is important for babies to learn their

mother tongue.

4 ‘How society affects language learning?

Society is a group of individuals from different backgrounds living together sharing
the same social territory. Living in a society makes the way of living our life more
comfortable as we are surrounded by many people who can help us in our difficulties
and with whom we can share our feelings, norms, and values.

A single person knowingly is never qualified enough in all aspects of life. To explore
the vast field of knowledge, to divide and utilize such gained knowledge in the most
prioritized sector, society is needed. In other words, it is difficult for parents to teach
their children everything they need. When one person gives the idea as per his own
knowledge, it gets to collaborate with an idea of another, and such collaboration helps
us gain more and more information about even a single thing. Likewise, when babies
are in society around many people, they are exposed to many words that they instantly
catch, memorize, and try to use it.

Babies are really intelligent. For example, you might be studying French so hard for
3 or 5 years and then you go to France where you will see 5/6 years old children talking
way better French than you. How? Doesn’t it feel so sad and unfair where you spent
years studying the language but that small kid simply over shined you? It is not
because you didn’t study well. It’s because that child had been exposed to French since
birth as he/she was born in a society where most of the people only spoke French which
made learning French easier. Here the society plays a vital role in language learning.
It is also because the language has a critical period for learning where the level of a
baby’s brain up to 7 years is high and it just starts decreasing as our age increases. [t
1s easy for babies around these ages to learn new languages but also easy to lose if not
used constantly.

For infants raised in households where two languages are spoken, that bilingual
learning happens almost effortlessly. But how can babies in monolingual households
develop such skills? A new study by I-LABS researchers is among the first to
investigate how babies can learn a second language outside of the home. Sixteen
undergraduates and recent graduates of UW served as tutors for the study, undergoing
two weeks of training at I-LABS to learn the teaching method and curriculum before
traveling to Spain. The country provided 280 infants and children for the research.
The researchers use the method that emphasizes social interaction, play, and high
quality and quantity of language from the teachers. The approach uses “infant-
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directed speech” — often called “parentese” — the speech style parents use to talk to
their babies, which has simpler grammar, higher and exaggerated pitch, and drawn-
out vowels. Babies aged 7 to 33.5 months were given one hour of English sessions a
day for 18 weeks. Then the children were tested in Spanish and English at the start
and end of the 18 weeks. By the end of the 18-week program, the children learned an
average of 74 English words or phrases per child, per hour. This shows how we can

create an early bilingual learning environment if we have a society that.

5: Conclusion

Lastly, I would like to sum up everything we explained in our research.

First, we talked about what the mother tongue is. The mother tongue is the
language that people learn in childhood, and the first language is the best language to
think.

Second, we introduced how babies acquire their mother tongue. All babies can
distinguish any sounds until they are 9 months old, and they can choose which sounds
to use mostly in their surroundings. Also, with joint attention, babies learn through
labeling. It is a skill to match words with images to create meanings And babies can
learn the differences between primary speech and a secondary speech by observing
their environment in society.

Third, we presented how society affects learning new languages. We talked about

how children can learn the language almost effortlessly. Next, we discussed the new
study by I-LABS. In this study, babies in monolingual households can learn the second
language in the same way as babies in bilingual households if they use the language
constantly. And to do so, society is needed.
From our research, we think language is based on society. Without society, languages
would be just units of sound. Due to this, babies can learn this from their society.
Therefore, we think baby studies have the potential to consider the elements of
language. However, most linguistic researchers today disregard society. For example,
they determine languages used by each individual or only refer to grammar, words,
pronunciations, and so on. This is a big issue because we think society should be the
foundation of language.

Finally, we think the research about language is to consider all aspects of the
surrounding languages comprehensively even if they looked unrelated to language at
first glance. Society seems unrelated to language, but it is an important factor for

language.

Thank you!!
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